
Understanding Roles 
& Permissions in 

Microsoft Sentinel
Microsoft Sentinel RBAC 

ensures least-privilege access 
and clear separation of duties.
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Role Overview 
(Microsoft Docs Table)

• Sentinel includes 5 built-in 
roles for least-privilege 
access.

• roles table: Reader, 
Responder, Contributor, 
Playbook Operator, 
Automation Contributor.
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IAM Overview

• Roles are managed via 
Access Control (IAM) in the 
resource group.

• RG-Sentinel Access 
Control IAM.

© PerparimLabs | Cloud Security



Current 
Assignments
• Azure RBAC 

Owner/Contributor may 
override Sentinel roles.

• role assignments list with 
Owner + Contributor.
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Add Role 
Assignment
• Assign Sentinel roles 

through IAM.

• Add → Role assignment.
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Filtering 
Sentinel Roles
• Filter to view all Sentinel 

roles available.

• search ‘Microsoft Sentinel’, 
roles appear.
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Role Permissions 
Detail

• Each role grants specific 
actions. Example: 
Contributor can create 
rules and workbooks.

• Sentinel Contributor 
permissions list.
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Assigning to 
User
• Assign a role to a user or 

group with defined scope.

• Review + assign with 
member selected.
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Confirmation

• Assignment confirmed. 
User now has Sentinel 
Contributor role.

• IAM showing Owner + 
Contributor + new user.
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Key Takeaway

 Reader = view only
 Responder = manage incidents
 Contributor = build & manage
 Automation roles = playbooks & 

services”
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